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Abstract — Tourism is the main revenue source for modern economies and Indian tourism cater to largest number of Tourists
from abroad as well as domestic visitors thus contribute to major revenue generation source for different states of India.
Punjab comprises of rich culture and heritage. Its location is remarkable for make linkage to Jammu and Kashmir and
Himachal Pradesh Tourism. Gradually its share of tourism has increased in last many years. Huge investment in developing
infrastructure, marketing and publicity has led to increase in visitors’ attraction towards different monuments, historical and
religious visits. Almost in previous decade number of visitors have doubled leading it to 9th ranked state in India for Tourism
Industry. Several places are having potential and many more efforts are required to improve tourism industry for development
of state as well as for increasing employment opportunities for people living in Punjab. Present Paper focus at different
potentials, and suggestive measures to increase revenue of Punjab through developing unexplored areas for Tourism.
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l. INTRODUCTION

In the culture of Punjab, Indian state Punjab is equated
with Rose which is the best flower among other flowers.
Its historical roots lies in Indus Valley Civilsation, Vedic
period, Invasions of Alexander, Tribes from Western,
Middle Asia and far from Europe has developed its
culture, landscapes, constructions and culture to peak of its
time. Various religions flourished, merged, developed and
have given its imprint in this gateway to Indian
subcontinent. Punjab has witnessed many battles and was
shield for whole country from ages. Even at the time of
Independence of India, Punjab has lost its 55 percent are in
partition to Pakistan. State of Prosperity at the time of Sikh
empire has lost its shine by becoming border state. Phase
of two battles with Pakistan, Time of Terrorism during
1970s to 1990s. Not only reduced its industry, agriculture
and development at par to other states of Punjab. In this
phase rich prospects of Tourism industry was not explored
and developed so that one of the biggest sector of Service
sector were not explored. Present study will focus at
tourism industry prospective to be developed and make
Punjab at the same level as it was before independence
where it was at First position and within 75 years it has
been degraded to the second last position in the Indian
GDP growth rate data. Different steps are required to uplift
its position, among those steps one such step is
development of Tourism Industry of Punjab to earn
revenue and make possible development scope for the state
as well as for the country.

Il. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

According to the publications record of Dimensions data
base it has been observed that citation for the research
articles related to Tourism in Punjab records have revealed
that from the year 2017 onward publication on related
topic have increased at rapid rate i.e., which was less than

2000 annually crossed the number from 2500 in the year
2018 after interval of 2 years it again accelerated and
reached the standard of 5000 in the year 2022. After 2022
number of papers to related topic declined to 3700. But
conference organized by this esteemed institution has been
credited to boost publication and research in this regard
and foster need of hour to boost this Tourism Industry to
boost developed of the country

Figure 2 Citation related to Topic Tourism in Punjab since
2015

374 K .75

Source:
www.app.Dimesions.ai/discover/publication?search

Gill S. and Singh K. (2023) explored the study of potential
border area tourism in Hussainiwala and its impact on
development of cultural and economic growth. Selected
300 respondents from visitors of border area were
surveyed to understand attitude of tourists attracted to visit
these sites of Punjab. It was found many challenges were
faced by these visitors and different opportunities which
are unexplored to develop Tourism in the state of Punjab
for development of specially these area locals to avail
employment and economic returns from the development
of Tourism Service sector in the Punjab.

Kaur G., et al. (2023) discussed scope and development of
Medical Tourism in Punjab. Punjab is excelling in Medical
Facilities to cater not only national but enhance its prestige
to international level. Availability of PGI at Chandigarh,
Eye care treatments at Amritsar, Ludhiana and Jalandhar
has embarked its standard at international level. CMC and
DMC Hospitals are first preference for NRIs due to cost
effective treatment in Ludhiana. Fortis in Amritsar is
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famous for its treatments with regards to specialty in
cardiac, orthopedics, gastro and renal treatments.

Kant S. (2020) studied SWOT analysis of prospective
Farm based Tourism in state of Punjab. It was mentioned
that rich culture of Punjab at maintaining their culture in
rural, faming and culture activities has potential to develop
Tourism industry in Punjab. Festivals, crafts, monuments,
food, religious places are enough to encourage Tourism
industry.

Rana V., et al. (2018) focused on the aspect of food
industry perspective development to increase Tourism
Industry in Punjab. Study of 380 tourists in three major
cities Amritsar, Jalandhar and Patiala were explored to
understand and find preferences and expectation of tourists
which attract them to visit in Punjab. Cooking styles,
Punjabi style foods, Organisations in Culinary Tourism
have vital role in encouraging Tourism revenue to Punjab.
Obijectives of Study

Objective 1: To study the scope of different Tourism
avenues of Punjab.

Objective 2: To provide suggestive measure for
development of Tourism industry in Punjab

I11. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Present study is focused to discover various aspects to
develop Tourism in state of Punjab. Issues and facts where
focus must be made to attract Tourism so that revenue of
state as well as people living here could be enhanced.
Potentials are requiring special systematic approach so that
enriched culture must be highlighted to country as well as
international level so that awareness regarding.

Findings

Objective 1: To study the scope of different Tourism

avenues of Punjab.

Punjab is comprising rich culture and precious heritage

and which must be known to all those who are fond of

exploring best for their knowledge and memories.

Hospitality of Punjab, Food of Punjab, Location of Punjab

and Historical values and memories of Punjab are

definitely matter of proud not only for people living in this

region but all those which have one or other link with this

state in one or other string connected to different religions,

cultures, historically as well as ethics related to this region.

o Historical Tourism

o Historical Monuments and Forts of Punjab

e Harappan Culture has been explored in Rup nagar
(Ropar) area of Punjab dated back to 1000 BC where
evidence of Alexander invasion has been discovered,
Shakya, Kushana and Gupta periods has been
exploredrr

e Uchha Pind (Sanghol), Fatehgarh Sahib Buddhist
Monastery was unearthed which is dated back to first
to second century AD during Kushan times.
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e Dholbaha, Hoshiarpur sculptures dated back to 700-
1200 AD and Gurjara Partiharas and Paramaras

dynasties.
¢ Various Religious Places of Punjab
Sikh  Shrines (Gurudwaras): Sikhism religion is

comprising four fifth of total population. It is termed as
land of 10 Gurus and at present Sri Guru Granth Sahib
comprising lessons of Sikh Gurus and these gurudwaras
are located not only in state of Punjab but in other states of
India and in neighbour countries Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Nepal and Bangladesh. But majority of Gurudwaras are in
the state of Indian Punjab.

e Sri Harmindar Sahib, Amritsar is favourite place of
many Tourists to visit

e Gurdwara Khadoor Sahib in Taran taaran.

o Gurudwara Sultan pur Lodhi

e Gurudwara kandh Sahib, Batala

¢ Gurudwara Dukh Niwaran Sahib, Patiala

e Gurudwara Damdama Sahib, Talwandi sabo

o Gurudwara Muktsar Sahib

o Gurudwara Keshgarh Sahib, Anandpur Sahib

o Gurudwara Fatehgarh Sahib

e Gurudwara Chamkaur Sahib

List of total gurudwaras in Punjab is around about more

than 30,000, In Haryana around about 1000, in Malaysai

137. But historical gurdwaras in Punjab almost counted to

more than 2000 in number where one or other historical

association with 10 sikh gurus. Apart from Sikhism

different shrines of other religions are famous in Punjab.

¢ Bhagwan Valmiki Tirath Sthal

o Devi Talab Mandir, Jalandhar

Durgiana Temple, Amritsar

Geeta Mandir, Jalandhar

Kali Devi Temple, Patiala

Suraj Kund, Sunam

Famous Shrines of Muslim Religion

Hazrat Seyfeddin Fariiqui, Rauza Sharif, Fatehgarh

Sahib

Peer Baba Dargah, Talwandi

Other Historical places of Punjab for Tourism

Jalianwala bagh

Hussainiwala

Forts in Punjab

Gobindgarh Fort in Amritsar associated with Sikh misls

Bahadurgarh Fort built in 17th century then associated

with Patiala Princely state.

o Payal Fort assocaiated with Maharaja Amar Singh of
Patiala in 18th Century.

¢ Quila Mubarak at Bathinda belonged to 1st century and
Razia Sultan during 13th century.

e Quila Mubarak in Patiala

e Takht Keshgarh Sahib and Kila Anandgarh, Anandpur
Sahib

e Lodi Fort in Ludhiana

Kotla Nihang Khan Fort in Ropar

Phillaur Fort built by Shah Jahan during 17th century.
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Burail Fort in Chandigarh

Fatehgarh Sahib

xii) Aam Khas Bagh, Fatehgarh Sahib

xiii) Manauli Fort, Mohali

xiv) Faridkot Fort, Faridkort

xv) Jaitu Fort, Jaitu

xvi) Phool Fort, Rampur Ful

xvii) Bajwara Fort, Hoshiarpur

c)Various Festivals of Punjab

Hola Mohalla at Anandpur Sahib

Vaisakhi at Anandpur Sahib and all Gurudwaras
Teeyan Festival during Sawan Month Full moon night
Diwali in Amritsar

Maghi in Muktsar Sahib

And many Gurupurabs associated with 10 Sikh Gurus

Cultural Tourism

Punjab is known for its rich culture. Different folk dances
like Bhangra, Giddha, Ludi, Malwai Gidha, Jhumar, Julli,
Kikli and Gatka are making it energetic atmosphere for
tourism to Punjab. Different types of Attires of Punjabi is
matter of attraction for tourists in Punjab. Punjabi Jutti,
Kurta, Churidat Suit and Salwar Kameez

Food Tourism

Punjab is hub for Food Industry for its food products like
Chole Bhature, Dal Makhni, Sarso da Saag, Butter
Chicken, Tandoori Foods, Amritsari Naan, Paneer tikka
and many other food items which are declicious and
favourite for Tourists to visit and enjoy in Punjab. Shardai,
Lassi, Tharra, Patiala Peg, Verka beverages etc are special
drinks for tourists in Punjab.

Different Melas (Fairs) of Punjab
Basant Pachami Mela

Kila Raipur Sports Festival
Chappar Mela

Maghi Mela

Jor Mela

Jarg Mela

Health and Medicare Tourism

World Class Multi-care Hospitals are attracting many
patients from world wide with cheaper and efficient
treatments in Punjab. Max Hospital, Fortis Hospital, DMC,
CMC, PGI, Medicity, more than 2748 primary healthcares,
Mohalla Clinics and Baba Farid Medical Science
University are catering needs of Health and medical care.

Agro based Tourism

Agriculture is main industry of Punjab, Farm Visits,
Hospitality of village people in Punjab is famous all over
world.

Border Passage Tourism

Wagah Border is known for retreat ceremeony embarking
friendly gesture of India and Pakistan at their border
passage.
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Industrial Tourism

Major Industry areas in Punjab lies at Ludhiana, Jalandhar,
Amritsar, Mohali and Bathinda. Cycle and Hosiery
Industry of Ludhiana, Iron supplier Mandi Gobindgarh,
Rail coach factory Kapurthala, Amritsar Kolkata Industrial
Coordidor, Chandigarh Amritsar industrial corridor,
Chandigarh Hoshiarpur gurdaspur industrial corridor,
Chandigarh Patiala Sangrur Bathinda corridor, Industrial
estate at Nabha. Sports Industry in Jalandhar.

Princely PEPSU states Tourism

Punjab was once state of different Princely PEPSU
(Patiala and East Punjab States Union) states like Patiala,
Nabha, Faridkot termed as Phulkian misls states and
Ahluwal misl run Kapurthala state. After independence
these were merged in India. But still Palaces and forts are
matter of Attractions for Tourists and they can enjoy
glimpses of those days which were enjoyed by these states
in those peak times.

Modern Museums Tourism

Punjab comprises different Museums like Virasat E
Khalsa, Pushpa Gujral Science City, Partition Museum,
War Museum, Company Bagh, Maharaja Ranjit Singh
Museum, Jag e azadi Memorial are elaborating rich culture
of Punjab at different times.

Fun Parks Tourism

Hardy World, Wonderland, Sun City Amusement and
Water Park, Rainbow Water Park, Harleen Water Fun
Park, Dreamland Amusement Park, K.S. Water Park,
Thunder Zone, Tarzan Wet and Wild, Thrill and Ride,
Masti Zone are certain amusement parks attracting to
Tourism in Punjab.

Wild Life Sanctuaries

Punjab has forest coverage of total 1837 square kilometer
stands as 3.65 percent of total geographical area of state.
Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, Nawanshahr and Ropar districts
are in foothills of Shiwalik range which have dense forest
areas. Amritsar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Patiala districts
are having moderately dense forests. Sangrur, Moga,
Faridkot, Bathinda, Mansa, Fazilka and Ferozepur districts
comprises low degree of dense forests.

Different Wild Life Sanctuaries (Protected Areas) in
Punjab which are in the Public and Private ownership in
the ratio of 13:18. Detail of these sanctuaries is listed
below.
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Bir / Wildlife Sanctuaries

Detail

Bir Moti Bagh

Government owned 1600 acre area in Pataiala is house of
wild animals like Black Buck, Hog Deer, Blue Bull,
Jackal, Quails and Monkeys.

Bir Gurdialpura

Government area over 620 hectare near Sumana comprises
Wild Boar, Blue Bull, Jungle Cat, Jackal, Monkeys and
Dove.

Bir Bhunerheri

Government owned Sanctuary spread over 661 hactare
area in Patiala habitat to Hog deer, Black Buck, Monkey
and Dove.

Bir Mehas

Government owned Sanctuary near Nabha spread over 123
hactare is habitat of Monkeys, Peacock, Blue Bull and
Jackal.

Bir Dosanjh

Government owned Sanctuary near Nabha spread over 517
hactare is habitat of Monkeys, Peacock, Blue Bull and
Jackal.

Bir Bhadson

Government owned Sanctuary near Nabha spread over
1023 hactare is habitat of Monkeys, Peacock, Blue Bull
and Jackal.

Bir Aishwan

Government owned Sanctuary near Sangrur spread over
264 hactare is habitat of Monkeys, Peacock, Blue Bull and
Jackal.

Abohar Wild Life Sanctuary

Private Sancutuary owned by 13 bishnoi villages spread in
18650 hactare area. It is habitat of mainly Black Buck.

Harike Wls

Near Kot Isa Khan Government owned sanctuary spread
over 8600 hactare. Migratory birds like Cormorant, Darter,
Pochard, Goose are found in Harike Sancutary.

Takhni Rehmapur Wis

Government area of two villages spread over 956 acres in
Hoshiarpur. Deers, Python, Hog Deer, Jackal and other
animals are habitat of this WLS
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Jhajjar-Bachauli Wildlife Sanctuary

Government area of 289 acres near ropar spread over three
villages. Sambar, Deer, Jackal, Leopard are found in this
WLS.

Kathlour Kushalian Wildlife Sanctuary

Government Sanctuary spread over 758 hactare or 1896
acres in more than five villages of Pathankot. Different
deers can be seen in this region.

Nangal Wildlife Sanctuary

In Ropar 116 Hactare area under government is habitat for
Samabr, Jackal, Python, Leopard.

As per Indian Tourism Statistics it has been revealed that
3.84 percent of Total foreign tourists have visited Punjab,
and making it 9th highest place of attraction for foreigners.
Only Golden Temple of Amritsar is priority place for
tourists visiting Punjab in the year 2022-23. Different
Lodging facilities are available for pilgrims, run by SGPC
like Guru Ram Das Niwas, Guru Hargobind Niwas, Mata
Ganga Ji Niwas, New Akal Rest House and Gur Gobind
Singh NRI Yatri Niwas and many other sarais for
Domestic and NRI Tourists only in Amritsar City. Sarais
at Takht sri keshgarh Sahib, Mata Gujri Ji Niwas,
Keshgarh Sahib, Quila Anandgarh Sahib facilitates
pilgrims at Anandpur Sahib. Apart from these more than
718 Private Hotels like Oberoi Sukhvilas Spa Resort, New
Chandigarh, Taj Swarna Amritsar, Park Plaza Ludhiana,
Hyatt Regency Amritsar, Welcome hotel Amritsar,
Radison Blu Hotel, Ludhiana, Radison Hotel Chandigarh
are catering accommodation needs of NRIs in Punjab.

Objective 2: To provide suggestive measure for

development of Tourism industry in Punjab

Punjab has potential to improve and develop their Tourism

industry at large extent but certain key areas which are

requiring focus are following.

e Security: From the era of 70s Punjab was facing
problem related to Terrorism, after 90s time certain
gangsters and their activities affected Tourism.
Different cheater are creating nuisance for NRIs by
blacklisting this region from their tourist destinations.

o Infrastructure: Tourists are attracted with proper basic
amenities and Punjab need to improve their roadways,
water facility, food and accommodation and tourist
guides and Traveling agencies.

o Medical Facilities: Different medical staffs and clinics
must be having mobilization facility to cater the needs
of Tourists in this region.

e Promotions of Festivals: Large number of intra state
tourists are visitors for Punjab heritage festivals, but
need of hour is to promote these festivals at national
and international level to increase the number of
visitors and thus generation of revenue for state.

Promotions of Sports: Different sports of Punjab are at
their extinction, these may be improved and
developed to promote interests of tourists.

Development of Heritage Locations: Different Forts of
Punjab, Historical Parks, Archeological Sites and
Locations are requiring special attention for
development to increase number of visitors in Punjab.

Promotion of Nature Parks: Different Natural Parks with
different animals, Birds Sancturies, Water Tourism
and Flora and Fauna can be developed in areas of
Pathankot, Hoshiarpur, Ropar and Gurdaspur.

Punjab Government has initiated leasing of different
Tourist project under leasing to Public Private Scheme
(PPP) to develop Tourism Industry in Punjab. Aam
Khas Bagh Sirhind, Sarai Lashkari Khan Khanna,
Quila Manauli Mohali, Floating Restaurant Sirhind,
Ethnic Centre at Chamkaur Sahib, Shaheed Udham
Singh Memorial Sunam, Darbar Hall Kapurthala,
Banasar Ghar Patiala, Gol Kothi Kapurthala, Sangrur
Kothi Sangrur, and many other Projects to develop
Tourist avenue for Punjab.

¢ [nvestment Opportunities in different Projects

e Pind Babe Nanak Da: Sultanpur Lodhi is selected for

developing this project with approximate opportunity
of 503 Crore approved by Government of India.

e Ropeway Project between Anandpur Sahib to Sri Naina

Devi Temple: Project with cost of 278 Crore covering

length of 3850 Meter has been approved.

IV. CONCLUSION

Punjab comprises of rich culture and heritage. Its location
is remarkable for make linkage to Jammu and Kashmir and
Himachal Pradesh Tourism. Gradually its share of tourism
has increased in last many years. Huge investment in
developing infrastructure, marketing and publicity has led
to increase in visitors’ attraction towards different
monuments, historical and religious visits. Almost in
previous decade number of visitors have doubled leading it
to 9th ranked state in India for Tourism Industry. To
develop Tourism in state of Punjab, different tasks are
developed and completed by state as well as central
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government still many other efforts are required to be

co

mpleted to foster the needs of Tourism so that state

revenue could be increased as service sector industry has
lot of potential for improvement and generate revenue for
catering the need to develop economic condition of any

ec

10.

11.

. Singh,

onomy at faster rate.
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