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Abstract — The handloom sector is considered as an important sector while taking into account the culture and heritage of our
country. It forms the second largest economic activity in Assam after agriculture. This sector maintains the close connection
between men and the environment. The handloom weaving sector in Assam provides employment to 1, 59,577 full time weavers
and 8,96,612 part-time weavers during 2021-2022( Economic survey Assam,2022-2023). But the sector is facing lots of
challenges such as low income, low educated people, lack of capital, insufficient market etc. The fourth All India Handloom
census disclosed that 67% weavers were earning monthly less than 5000 from their weaving activities. If it is the only
occupation of them, then what would be the standard of life they are maintaining? What would be the scenario of education
their children are pursuing? There are so many questions to be addressed. Here attempt has been made to understand the
multiple challenges faced by handloom industry in Assam with special reference to some selected industries of Nagaon District
of Assam.
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There are so many questions to be addressed. Here
attempt has been made to understand the multiple
challenges faced by handloom industry in Assam with

I. INTRODUCTION

Handloom industry plays an important role in socio-

economic and cultural framework of Assam. Weaving is
an integral part of our culture. It has entered to the root of
Indian civilization which makes the industry a unique one
down from its inception. For example, the silk production
in Assam is old as the land itself. It has given a unique
identity to the handloom industry of Assam. Assam is the
fourth largest silk producing state in the country according
to central silk Board of India, 2015. (Goswami ,K. 2017).
The handloom industry is the largest single item in cottage
industry and form the second largest economic activity in
Assam after agriculture.

Assam occupies top position in respect to state wise
distribution of Handloom weavers (Handloom Census
report 2009-10) In our State we have 13 lakh looms out
of 28 lakh looms in our country. Assam provides
employment to 1, 59,577 full time weavers and 8.90,612
part time weavers during 2021-2022.( Hujuri
2023:6264). Most of the weavers belong to poor
section of the society. The fourth All India Handloom
census disclosed that 67% weavers were earning
monthly less than 5000 from their weaving activities. If
it is the only occupation of them, then what would be the
standard of life they are maintaining? What would be
the scenario of education their children are pursuing?

special reference to some selected industries of Nagaon
District of Assam.

The Handloom and Textile Department of Nagaon
covers almost 490 villages . The handloom sector in
Nagaon district is mostly dominated by the female.
There are 49000 looms operating in the district which
belong to country loom, fly shuttle frame loom and fly
shuttle pit loom. But all the looms are not active at
present. During 2019-20 , 390 handlooms and in 2020-
21, 250 handlooms were supplied to handloom weavers
under scheme of Income Generating Intervention to
handlooms weavers. There are 5 handllom centre in
Nagaon district. Under the Ex Trainees Grant Scheme ,
the handloom and Textile department of Nagaon
district had supplied total 51 handlooms to the 5
training centre. Other Scheme are Economic upliftment
of Weavers.

production of handloom Fabrics

Production of handloom Gamocha

Weavers credit card Scheme

Production of Gamocha under state specific Scheme

Status of handloom Industry 2019-22

YEAR Handloom Training | Trainees under HTC | Weavers extension | Handloom production | Handloom
Centre service unit centre production clothes
Assam Nagaon Assam Nagaon Assam Nagaon Assam Nagaon Assam Nagaon
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2019-20 | 102 5 1565 73 98 5 20 1 17026.9 | 14331.65
6

2020-21 | 102 5 1580 79 98 5 20 1 169479. | 10564.56
53

2021- 102 5 1556 80 98 5 20 1 171898 | 13596

2022

Source- statistical handbook of Assam 2019, 2020, 2021

Handloom And Textiles
Figure At A Glance 2022-23

No of Handloom Training | 5 nos.
Centres

No of Trainee in Handloom | 80 nos.
Training Centre

Production in  Weavers | 8853.00mtrs.
Extension Service Unit(in
Mtr)

Handloom Production | 1no.
Centre (iin nos.)

Production in Handloom | 637 mtrs.
Production Centre(in Mtr)

No. of handloom | 14 nos.
demonstrator circle

Village Covered(Nos) 490 nos.
No. of weavers engaged | 15,007 nos.
part time

No. of Weavers engaged | 1,706 nos.
Whole time

Source- From the office of Assistant Director, handloom &

Textiles, Nagaon

Objectives of the study:

e To identify the challenges faced by handloom industry
of Nagaon District

o To find out the measures to mitigate the challenges.

Tools of Data collection:

The data of the preset study are collected through primary
as well as secondary sources. Primary data are collected
with the help of questionnaires. We used purposive
sampling to collect data from the respondents. Self
structured questionnaires and interview schedule are used
to collect the data pertaining to all objectives. Secondary
data are collected from differ books ,journals, articles ad
internet resources.

We have visited 5 different industries located in urban as
well as rural areas. Majority of the weavers interviewed
were of the age between 35-60 years. They produce
Chadar Mekhala especially Toss Muga, Cotton, Silk.
Gamocha Seleng Riha , handkerchiefs, Ethnic kurta
pieces, table mates. A brief introduction of those
industries----1) Bornali industry located at laukhuwa road
(urban area).

Maa industry located at Panigaon chariali (urban area)
Nirola industry located at Phulaguri (Semi urban)

Boby Industry located at Ximalutal, Jajori (rural area)

Mousumi Textile industry located at Ximalutal, Jajori (
rural area)

The Major Problem Faced By These Industries:
Though the weavers who own looms have sound financial
position but the economic condition of the daily wage
weavers are not good

Lack of sufficient weavers. It is the most challenging part
of any handloom industry of Assam. Low return from the
sector is key factor behind the fall in average number of
weavers.

The infrastructure of handloom industry is not satisfactory
for the wavers. Facilities are not enough to motivate the
weavers. Daily wages, electricity, proper food and lodging,
sanitation are some of the major problems faced by the
weavers.

Unorganized and weak market linkage, Unavailability of
required materials, Communication problem: There are
weak market facilities. There is no such organized market
for the handloom weavers where they can sale their
product. When we approached our respondents with the
question of facilities---- market, material, and
communication, most of the weavers answered very
negatively.

Lack of credit facility & Lack of Capital: It is the most
significant problem . It is very difficult for some of the
weavers to get loan from commercial banks. The poor
weavers have to borrow money from money lenders at
higher rate of interest. Some of our respondents said that
they borrowed money from local money lenders at 15% to
20% rate of interest per month.

High price of Yarn: This is the most significant problem
found in the selected industries. The price of the cotton
and silk yarn is increasing day by day.  Sometimes
shortage of Supply of yarn creates major problems in front
of the weavers. They have to pay more than the market
price to buy the yarn.

Traditional product design: Majority of the weavers’ still
not getting proper training regarding the improvement of
designs and other technical concern. Majority of the
weavers generally produce fabric relating to their own
traditions which delimit the demand of that product in the
market. It is required to improve the product quality. The
literacy level of the weavers must be increased to go with
new avenues of production. There is no urge to learn about
new designs and new technologies.
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Threat from outside :Some of the respondents complained
that their demand has fallen due to arrival of foreign
products. They did not receive any loan through the
weavers’ credit card. The quality of the outside products
is very cheap and the price is also very low . Because of
lower price, the customers are easily duped by the traders.

Suggestions

Handloom production is supplementary activity to provide
alternative avenues of employment for most the handloom
households. The handlooms sector not only employment
intensive but also have huge cultural importance for rural
people .Some of the required suggestion are--

1) The government should take effective measures to
mitigate the challenges faced by handloom industries.
Weavers must be oriented with new skills, knowledge to
enhance the quality of their production. The educational
status of the weavers must be improved. The government
of Assam has given Rs. 78 per month as a stipend to the
trainees of this handloom industry. This the most
degenerating arrangement made by the government Assam
. It has been done since 1978. Government investment is
much of the needed priorities for the weaver society.
Proper arrangement should be done by the government for
the growth of this sector. Government should take
initiative in  promoting  exports, in  developing
entrepreneurship skill among the weavers.

2) Proper facilities should be provided to the weavers.
The weavers working in the above mentioned industries
are full time weavers. They work for 6days and almost 7-8
hours on average per day. Proper arrangement such as
pure drinking water, fooding and lodging , proper
sanitation,  satisfactory amount daily wages, proper
electrification should make available for the weavers.
Otherwise it will be impossible to motivate people for
weaving.. Due to lack of sufficient weavers some of the
industries have to shut down their production.

3) Organized and strong market linkage is urgently
required. The weavers have to depend upon the middle
man for the sale of their products. The middle man sales
the products more than the price given to the weavers. This
is one of the biggest obstacles faced the handloom
weavers. Therefore an organized market is needed for
selling the products by the weavers themselves.

4) The high price of yarn is the biggest challenge in front
of the handloom weavers. The government should come
forward by making good quality yarn available at
affordable price.

I1. CONCLUSION

The handloom industry in Assam, particularly in the
Nagaon district, holds immense cultural, economic, and
social value. Despite its potential, the sector is grappling
with a range of persistent challenges—ranging from lack
of modern infrastructure and market access to low
remuneration and diminishing interest among the youth.
The study reveals that while many weavers, especially
women, continue to sustain this age-old tradition, they do
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so under economic duress and with minimal institutional
support.

The primary issues identified include poor access to
quality raw materials, outdated technology, inadequate
financial and marketing support, and insufficient training
opportunities. Government schemes and policies exist but
are either underutilized or fail to reach the grassroots
effectively due to administrative bottlenecks and low
awareness.

To ensure the survival and growth of the handloom
industry in Nagaon and Assam as a whole, a multi-pronged
strategy is essential. This includes enhancing access to
finance, promoting technological upgrades, improving
infrastructure, and strengthening marketing channels—
particularly through digital platforms. Equally important is
to foster interest among younger generations through
vocational training and entrepreneurship development
programs.

Reviving the handloom industry not only preserves a vital
part of Assamese heritage but also provides sustainable
livelihoods to thousands, especially women. With targeted
policy interventions and community-level initiatives, the
handloom sector in Nagaon can be revitalized to become
both economically viable and globally competitive.
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